
Front cover: Protected areas are one of the most effective tools for conserving biological diversity.As biodiversity is unevenly distributed over the 
surface of the earth, some areas may need more protection than others to ensure the representation of all species. Tognelli et al. use maps of the 
distribution of vertebrate species and protected areas in Chile to identify those species that are not well represented within the existing reserve network
(see pp. 148–158, this issue). The map shows the distribution of protected areas and gap species (those not represented in any protected area) in the
Chilean Winter Rainfall-Valdivian Forests Hotspot. Two reptile species (Pristidactylus valeriae and P. alvaroi) and one amphibian species 
(Alsodes nodosus) are shown; all are mainly restricted to the hotspot. (Design:Y. Hussein and M. Tognelli. Photos:Y. Hussein).
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